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“It Happened Here” 

 

 “It Happened Here” is a documentary that came out in 2014 that explores sexual assault 
on college campuses. It follows the stories of five students who were survivors of sexual assault 
on each of their campuses. The documentary mainly focuses on the institutionalized cover-up of 
their student’s horrifying experiences by the universities and how the students’ experiences spur 
them to speak out and bring about institutional change. The viewing of the documentary was 
followed by a discussion on sexual assault, where the Dean of Students, Artanya Wesley, spoke 
not only about the documentary, but also about sexual assault on our own campus here at UW-
Whitewater. When asked about the documentary, Artanya Wesley stated, “I think it [the 
documentary] was very powerful. I think the women in the documentary exhibited a lot of 
courage.” During the discussion, she explained the process of reporting sexual assault here at 
UW-Whitewater, which you can do 
on the UW-W website, as well as 
Title IX. All institutions who 
receive federal funding must abide 
by Title IX, which means 
essentially that all students, on the 
basis of sex, cannot be excluded 
from participation in, be denied the 
benefits of, or be subjected to 
discrimination under any education 
program or activity that is receiving 
federal financial assistance. The 
students in the documentary filed 
Title IX violation claims against 
their universities, which are now 
being investigated. “I thought it [the documentary] did a really good job of presenting how the 
student’s emotions and the trauma that came from the way [the situations were handled] and how 
it affected their education and how they were able to participate,” said Ellen Latorraca, who 
works in the UW-W Library. Ellen also made a point that as a staff member at UW-W, it’s 
important to know how to handle and respond to these sorts of situations. Angie Epifano, one of 
the students from the documentary, was told by her university that she should “forgive and 
forget,” which is easier said than done. “It was just surprising; I don’t think I was maybe fully 
aware of the way these specific situations were handled,” stated Nicki Morton from the Winther 
Counselling Hall. The Winther Counselling Lab is a free counseling service available at UW-
Whitewater where supervised counselors-in-training provide counseling and outreach services to 
the community. If you cannot or do not wish to go there, you can also go to University Health 
and Counseling Services at the Ambrose Health Center on UW-W’s campus. If you are 
interested in watching the documentary or were unable to attend the screening, it is available to 
be checked out at the UW-W library. 
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If you or a loved one are a victim of sexual assault, please seek help. There is healing in 
speaking. 


